Robert Sinskey Vineyards
FOUR VINEYARDS, LOS CARNEROS, NAPA VALLEY 2014
A P E R F E C T C I R C L E P I N OT N O I R

•

CCOF Certified Organic Vineyards

•

RSV owns and farms all vineyards

•

No purchased fruit, RSV planted every vine

•

100% Pinot Noir

•

Lot by lot selection for structure and expression

•

Heirloom selections and French clones

•

Barrel aged 12 months

•

100% French oak barrels, 30% new

Winegrowing Notes
The Four Vineyards spans the Napa side of the Carneros region from the most southern to the most northern boundaries of the
AVA. The Carneros region is amazingly diverse, from nearly flat land with clay loam soils next to the bay in the South, to rolling
hills with volcanic soils to the North. Having these diverse vineyards allow RSV to make an excellent Pinot Noir no matter what
mother nature conjures up. This unique wine is comprised of complimentary selections from within the Four Vineyards to create
the most elegant, balanced and age-worthy wine of the vintage.
Though the wine is called “Four Vineyards,” not all four vineyards are included every year. The 2014 Four Vineyards Pinot Noir
is comprised of selections from the Three Amigos (1 & 2), Capa, and Vandal Vineyards. Select lots of heirloom and French
selections form the Four Vineyards cuvée. The “I”, “S” and “M&H” heirlooms with the Pommard and INRA French clones,
compliment each other in the creation of a complex, elegant and flavorful wine. The wine was aged in French Oak barrels (30%
new) that were selected for their subtlety to help lift the aromatics without intruding. The individual lots were aged for a year in
the RSV caves then blended by taste to create the final cuvée.

Tasting Notes
The 2014 vintage of the Four Vineyards Pinot Noir is round, balanced with incredible depth and exhibits the best attributes of
both the 2012 and 2013 vintages. Though maybe not politically correct, the French use the terms “masculine” or “feminine”
to describe a wine’s presence. If these terms were applied to RSV’s The Four Vineyards, it would fall into the masculine camp.
Reminiscent of a young and tightly wound Old World Pinot Noir (Bonne Mares anyone?), it is initially subdued and needs a bit
of time to open, but shows more richness as it airs in the glass. The wine has notes of briar, strawberry, pomegranate, red plum,
while tea, and tobacco with a touch of dried rose-like savory complexity. A vibrant first impression evolves into a brooding midpalate before expanding into an incredibly long finish. The 2014 vintage of the Four Vineyards is an RSV classic. (5/2018)
The equivalent of 793 (12x750ml) cases produced for 1586 (6x750ml) cases
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W H AT, M E WOR RY. . .

by Rob Sinskey

“It has no impact on my daily life” declared the gentleman sitting to my left during the dinner I recently hosted at a country club
in the middle of the country. I was talking about wine and the environment when the discussion heated up. He went on, “I am an
attorney and I travel from my home to my office to the club. Climate change has no impact on me.” I had to gracefully agree to
disagree. He may not be attuned to climate change now, but he will eventually feel its impact, even if that impact is just financial.
I have been accused of being politically militant in my writings of late - and I have lost some customers because of it. They
feel I’m choosing sides. For the record, I do not much care for political allegiances. I have been vocal about climate change, the
environment and the responsibilities of business no matter if the Democrats or Republicans were in power. However, in the past,
my writings were more about educating, because I felt that an informed consumer is a responsible consumer. I also felt that our
leaders of the past, though they could have done more, took small steps in the right direction. Now, with the lack of leadership on
climate change, I feel I need to be more direct.
RSV implemented an organic farming model almost three decades ago to not only do the right thing, but to grow a sturdier vine
that could better withstand the predicted weather spikes as the affects of climate change progressed. However, after witnessing
the extremes of the past few years - record rain, record heat and devastating fires - I now have a sense of urgency, especially
when those in the position to do something seem to be tone deaf to the environment.
Unlike the aforementioned attorney, we see, feel and live with the affects of climate change. In our bubble, it is the weather of a
particular vintage that defines our fortunes and the character - the subtlety, texture and flavor - of the wines we produce. We have
even replanted a Pinot Noir vineyard with Zinfandel and Primitivo because we feel it has become too warm on that particular site
to consistently make elegant Pinot Noir.
We have also been more interested in blends and cuvées as they allow us to layer the textures and flavors while employing a natural
method for compensating for the less-than-ideal weather patterns. We do this with the different varieties in Abraxas, POV and
Marcien and with different vineyards, clones, selections and blocks in the Four Vineyards Pinot Noir.
You can say, in the grand scheme of things, these adjustments are a minor inconvenience. But if you realize climate change has
exceeded scientific predictions in just the past three decades, what will the future bring if we continue to take the attitude that
“it has no impact on me!”?

